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can find it worth their while to publiſh 
em, is a Matter of ſome — I 
cou'd wiſh my Countrymen had ſomething 
of more Importance to ſhew their Concern 
about; but, as the Diſorder is epidemic 
no Wonder a Lover of the Theatre (#51 
am) has catch'd the Infection. I ſee 
others write as little qualified as myſelf, 
ſo I take up my ren, and ſay with your 
Favourite, Richard, | 


[With all my Heart, Tl not be out of Faſnion.,.. 


1 intend, in the following Sheets; to 
addreſs. you in a new Manner; I mean, 
Impartially. I ſhall not attack you with 

the Virulence of your Enemies, nor with 
the . equally "unjuſt Warmth ef | your 
Friends; I ſhall fairly conſider you as a2 

Servant of the Publick, accountable for 
many Things your Favourers acquit you 
of, nor guilty of a Multitude of = 
the Prejudic'd (on the other Side) v. 
heap upon you. I don't expect 957 | 

any Thanks from you, for my particular 
Gaotncls 3 in this Affair: You imagine, 

© ſuppoſe, that one of your Conſequence, 
ought not to be gaz d at thro' a Medium; 


that Extreams (no, matter which Way) 
Reer 


C8F 
keep up the Bubble, Reputation; and 
that your Dignity is lower d by a calm 
eration of you. Lou wou'd not 
ftir abroad (by your. own good Will) but 
in a Whirlwind ; and, provided Noiſe and 
Clatter attend you, you don't much care, 
whether you are taken for A or 
Devi. 4 
Tho'.yau may think I: am a little too 
ironical; yet, aſſure yourſelf, I am your 
Friend, and of the beſt Sort; for I will 
neither turn your Head with my Praiſes, 
or goad your Heart with my — 3 I 
will deliver to the Publick, and you, my 
unprejudic'd Opinion of Theatrical Go- 
vernment and Tranſactions; and, as I 
don't expect any Thanks from either 
Party, nor from you in particular, I ſhall 
content myſelf with ſpeaking my Mind 
freely (for I have an go „ „. Right) 
nor Wil it much diſturb me, ſhou'd theſe 
my Endeavours fail of Succeſs. So, Sir, 
you ſee, I am a Man (as Lord e 
ton ſays) of great Non Chalente:: 1 
have not ſo very humble an Opi 
myſelf to think you may not profit — 
my Obſervations; tho, at the ſame T. ime, 
I have fo high a one of you, that Em 

_ afraid 
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afraid you'll think it incompatable with 

your Ch" to take Hints of Amends 
ment from à Six - penny Pamphleteer: 
However, without conſidering whom 1 
ſhall pleaſe or difpleaſe, I ſhall open - 
Budget, and ſo : wank ve .chuſe, as Nn 
Fancy directs you. 

Your taking upon you the Management 
of D. e T—— re, was, be- 
fore the Opening ef the Houſe, almoſt 
Unanimouſly agreed to be an imprudent 
Step your "Succeſs hitherto has diſap- 
pointed your Enemies, and ſet your Friends 
on the bigh Horſe + However, the firſt 
will never loſe Scent of you; tis the 
Buſineſs of the Pack to * whenever 
they think they have the leaſt Likelihood 

of hunting you; and, upon my Word, 1 
have been g pleas d with the Chace, that 
tho no keen Sperma myſelf, I am a 
good Obſerver of thoſe who are, and ſhall 
ive you a ſmall Account of what I have 

n and heard within theſe few Months, 
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8 was in a certaid Coffechouſe. Tho 
3 TY then, as now (notwith- 
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a young Gentleman 

Warmth; and, What 

collect from his Hurry 

lubility of Tongue, Was to the following | 
Purpoſe-—— D——A e, Gentieme 

is it. not a Shame, aue ſhow d b6.4 

upon by this . | 
Manager of D Le, GK, 
1 mean. He is 3 Patentee, and | 
now intends to uſe us as be. pleaſes, 

knows R——— h can male id Oppoftion 


againſt him, and ſo be witl-or am dow our - 
Throats the old damm g Plays, aun 
afied, without giving himmel the Froubia }. 
of reviving others, ot atting bim. 
Will be, by . G Aas a ce 
then let us np bim in. the: Had ere, 
Gentlemen, is the bel Cure (ſhak ing bs 
Stick) for Difobediencs either" in , 
or Managers. Lai us gi 

this Moment — and £9 

about hi Lars,, . 
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Theſe ſpirited! Harabgues 
whole Coffechouſe : I 2 8 
from Critick ' to- 


Man, were preparing fox edn 225 


* me ®, Cas 


= 
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0 6 % 
when a grave elderly Gentleman was im- 
prudent enough to defire * em to hear Rea-. 
ton; at which they all turn d quick upon 
him, 58 and huſtling him up, ask'd him, 
with ſome Warmth, what he had to 
fay—— Gentlemen, ſaid he, G——k 
Jorge: his Bed: 1 know one of his Phy- 
ficrans who attends bim; and, tis his 
Opinion, that akting in a Fit of the 
Asue and Fever wou'd be little Enter- 
tainment to the Town, and ſome rus 
dice to him. 

This was deliver'd in fo ary and calm a 
Manner, that ſome burſt out a laughing ; 
others abated their Fury for that Time, 
but mutter'd future 2 But all 
agreed, you ſhamm'd Fevers and Agues 
when you pleas d; that you would de- 
ceive the whole College of Phyſicians, and 
had impos'd upon ſome ſo far, to lye in 
Bed ſix Weeks, the latter End of laſt 
Seaſon ; had ſuffer'd yourſelf to be bliſ- 
ter'd, bled, phy ſick d, &c. all that Time, 
meerly for the Satisfaction of putting a 
Stop to a Play, by which R——b would 
have been ſo conſiderable a Gainer. 
Prom this Accident (without entering 
Into the Merits of the Cauſe) I cou'd 
eaſily 


eaſily foreſee” what * Danger 
cod biene ente ts, you-wou'd/ una void 
wbly meet with in your preſent” Situation 
And let me tell you, Sit, (however; wary 
and wiſe you may thinle ) that 
your Inconveniences will, at Yeaſt be 
equal to your Profits; and, IS Tem- 
per is of the quiclæ, frerſul — I won'd 
ſooner be the Firft String in the Fiddle 
of a Country Scraper, than one of »your | 
ſmall Guts. Perhaps, indeed, if you dont 
ſnap in the ftretching, Time may weat 
you down to Inſenſibility, and you may 
become ks callous and indifferent to the 
Cenſures of the World, as your Brother 
R 5, or eren Wan 
an £1.07 l 
You hive Kea Sorte of Rnemie — 
Friends: Some of the firſt envy your 
Succeſs, and Faſhion; others really think 
the utmoſt! Theatrical Merit, can never 
deſerve what you have gain d. Theſe 
diſcourage you from Principle; and, let 
me tell you (don't be angry) they may 
have rakes Truth and Juſtice on their 
Side. Others again hate you, from their 
perſonal Attachments to other People; 
ſo that when you offend either Actor, 
| Author, 


0 8 
Author, or others; their Friends naturally 
become your, Enemies. and will always 
— the Cry when tis up; againſt, you. | 
So you fee, Mr. G——+&, how juſt a Re- 
2 mock Greatneſs bears to rcal ; 
for in the little Sphere of the Manager, 
as well as in that « the Mr, there 
are 7 Planets, Aſpects malign, 
- Male-Coryunftions, and fatal Influences. 
Your Friends (of which there js. no 
inconſiderable Number) are in 
Extreams with your Enemies; and con- 
ſequently, ſometimes, cqually ridiculous, 
I am ſpeaking now of your perſonal At- 
tachments; for thole who like you for 
__ Performance only, are, give me 
ve to ſay, the moſt reaſonable of them 
all; ; and, provided you entertain em well 
Hamlet, 2 Bayes, Kc. with Pro- 
pu” — Decorum, | Lee = hy uſual 
Price, t won't trou Heads 
whether Mr. Gk has offended Au- 
thors, wrong d his Actors, lain with the 
Adtreſſes, or ev/n robb'd a Church. 
- I: confeſs to you, that the great Num- 
ber of Accuſations which are daily brought 
Ain on one Part, and the Enco 
miums 


15 SY 
miums: beſtow'd on you by the other, 
are equally unaccountable. If your are 
the Creature your Ul-wiſhers ſometimes 
repreſent you, you deſerve H= g; and, 
if the Man your Friends deſcribe you, 
you ought to be canoniz d: In ſhort, I 
quarrel witli the firſt, for not: believing 
you are worſe than Fonathan Wald: 
and - offend the laſt, by thinking that 
Roufetus was as good. an Aves, ang Fe 
as good a Man. 

But leaving theſe Gentlemen to fight 
it out by themſelves, I will now lay the 
Difficulties of your prefent Situation be- 
fore | you, and endeavour to ſhew you 
where, I think, you have err d. en 
you have acted judiciouſſy; and how | 
you may, in ſome Meaſure, n much 
III ill and Complaint for the future. 

I am not ſo Sell: ſufficientꝭ to imagine 
I may not ſometimes err in the following 
Remarks: We who only ſee: Things be- 
fore the Curtain, and are unacquainted with 
the Springs of your Theatrical Actions 
_ often make wrong Judgments: There: is 
tome Modeſty ſure, Mr. Gk, in ou. 
ing this; and all I expect ſor it, is, that 
you will return me — in Kind, by 

"+ believing 


(10) 
believing you may have Errors, and that 
it may be in the Power of an impartial 
Spectator to give a uſeſul Hint, or make 
a juſt Obſervation. 

But to the Matter Firſt, let it to 
your Praiſe be ſpoken, that you are re- 


ſtoring the Old Houſe f D——y9- 


L-———e, to the old Conſtitution it en- 
Joy'd under the Government of B—b, 
HW——ks, and C-—r. Your Enemies 
cannot deny you the Merit of introducing 
Decency and Regularity into that late 
State of Anarchy and Confuſion. ' The 
long dark Reign of + —— 4 had made the 
Stage rather the Seat of Uproar and Con- 
teſt, than of Foetry and Politeneſs : And 
I aſſure you, tis no ſmall Compliment to 


. you, that we both ſee and feel the Revo- 


lution. 

That you have begun well, I allow ; 
that you may continue fo, I wih; 5 
yet I fear many probable Circumſtances 
may ariſe to diſconcert your Meaſures, 
weaken your Strength; and, of Conſe- 


quence, leſſen your Succeſs. Give me 


Leave to mention ſome of 'em —— Are not 


the Minds of Actors in general (you can 


anſwer my Queſtion) inclin'd to change? 


(an) 
And has not this Diſpoſition ſtrongly ap- 
pear' d from the many late Theatrical AE 
terations? Have any three principal Per- 
formers kept together for three Seaſons, 
ſince the Management of B——b, 
W—— ks, and C——r ? And was it not 
Neceſſity, more than Inclination, kept 
em from wandering ev'n then? A Car- 
tel ſabſiſted at that Time between the 
two Houſes, and every Sheep that ſtray d 
from its Fold, was ſhut out of both 
This Scheme, in my Opinion, was moſt 
injurious to Acting: It hinder'd many 
Men of Genius from riſing on the Stage; 
and conſequently, 3 on that Dearth 
of Merit, and Scarcity of good Actors, 
which immediately follow'd the Fxpira- 
tion of that Contract. For my Part, 1 
think, the want of Liberty in any Pro- 
ſeſſion, muſt be the Deſtruction of it; 
and, as an Engliſbman, and Well-wiſher | 
to the Stage, 17 hope there will be always 
a free Paſſage from one Houle to the 
other —— Oppoſition begets Emulation; 
Emulation, Merit; and, when Managers 
fight hardly, the Publick are oe better 
for the S | 
F 1 reſt 


4 12 ') 
I muſt own to you, Mr. G -L, that 
1 ſhall always hope to ſee more Theatri- 
cal Strength againſt you, than there! is at 
preſent. I don't imagine you can be diſ- 
pleas d at this Wiſh ; for, where there is 
no War, how can a Commander i in Chief 
have Opportunities to exert his Talents, 
in the double Capacity of Soldier and Ge- 
neral? I allow your Powers in both; 
but eaſy repeated Conqueſts, will natural- 
ly bring on Indolence and Supineneſs: 
Therefore, let the Fate of Hannibal at 
Capua be ever in your Mind, leſt K + 
(who like Fabius, is remarkable for De- 
lay) ſhou'd rally his Pantomime Forces, 
and ſurprize you in the midſt of your 
Revels and Exceſſes at Draury-Lane. 

You ſee, Sir, tho' I may ſomewhat 
affect your Pride, by diſcovering your 
Errors, I take care to keep up your Im- 
portance, by my Alluſions and Compari- 
ſons. We have all our Weakneſſes; and, 
if you will grant me now and then an 
Error as a Manager, I will allow you 
fifty for it as a Writer; this I can 
tell you, wou'd be no bad Bar gain, if 

every Body won'd be kind enough to 


think of me, as I do of myſelf. 
But 


( 


But to reſume, my Subject col believe 
it will be granted me, that Actors 18 
a ſtrong Propenſity to change; 3 and, 1374 
withſtanding you may be juſt in the Di 
poſition of Parts, regular in your ea 
ments, mild in your Government, yet 
even the Succeſs they contribute to. will 
often create Envy and Uneaſineſa 
times imaginary, as well as real Grievances, 

beget Factions. You have, Sir, Patriots. 
F Projectors behind the Scenes, Who, 
dream of a Theatrical Ballance; and, not, 
being well affected to the Government, 
will watch all Opportunities to put 
darling Schemes into Execution. 

You ſee, I know more than you cou'd: 
imagine, therefore don't turn up your! 
Noſe in Contempt of me, but lay it 
quietly to. the Ground, and I may, per- 
haps, put you upon a Scent, may be of 
ſome Service to you. Though I have 
ſincerely confeſs d, that I with there may 
be ſtronger . Force againſt you another 
Campaign; yet, don't 0A from that, 
I wiſh, you leſs Succeſs than you have at 
preſent. I believe (let what Sill happen) 
vou muſt ſhare. the Favour of the Ton: 
But I am confident, were you put more, 


upon 


r 
upon your Mettle, there wou d be greater 
Novelty and Variety in our Entertain- 
ments; therefore, as well as I like you, 
J regard myſelf and the Publick more; 
tor do I think, if I had perſonal Attach- 
ments to you, that I ſhou'd alter my 
Opinion, for the fake of your private 
rns. | 
Since I have fairly told you my Thoughts 
and Wiſhes upon this Affair, I will now 
Endeavour to convince you in what Points 
you have faild as a Politician, and where 
your Conduct has feemingly been incon- 
fiflent with your Intereſt. as? 
Tis confidently reported you might 
have engag'd Mr. .9 ——; nay ('tis ſaid) 
he offer'd himfelf to you, and that the 
firſt People of ' Faſhion have preſs d you 
to receive him — If this is true, how can 
it be reconcil'd with your Policy? —It 
is certain, that .9——, united to you, 
and C , muſt be an over-match for 
any Theatrical Oppoſition ; and, I can- 
not think that your Judgment is ſo weak, 
or your Paſſions ſo ſtrong, to let any 
former Miſunderſtandings between you (if 
there have been any) fo apparently preſu- 
dice your Intereft, or that any Liking to 
543" 266 another 


r 
another Performer (tho of Merit) ſhou d 
draw off your Eye from ſo principal an 
Object. I am not ſorry, but ſurpria d, 
you don't ſecure your Succels hereafter by 
this Union; for, as I ſaid before, my 
chief Regard is not for you, but for the 
Publick : And it is ſtill my Maxim, founded 
by Experience, that a ſtrong Emulation 
between the Houſes, is the better for 
the Town and the Actors; and nothing 
can produce that Emulation, but a Divi- 
ſion of the Theatrical Merit. 

I own to you, I have no perſonal Re- 
gard for the above-mention'd Actor; and, 
if J allow that you are poſſeſs d of a good 
Hamlet, Lear, Richard, Chamont, Caſs 
talio, Harry the Fifth, Othello, &c. yet 
let me likewiſe add (tho you think evet 
ſo vainly of yourſelf, or warmly of your 
Friend) Great Britain does not produce 
ſuch a Brutus, Othello, Cato, Zanga; 


Pierre, and Horatio, in Tragedy; nos 


tuch a Maskwell, Pinchwife, Faques, 
Od Batchelor, Sit Fohn Brute, and Fats 
ſtaff, in Comedy. I am convinc'd, you 
think with me, and therefore. I muſt Ke 
Leave to repeat it again, that I am ſur- 
priz'd at this Part of your Conduct; for, 
| Were 


( 16) 


were it not ſeemingly incompatible with 
your Intereſt, Mr. G-— K, I aſſure you 
J ſhou'd not be ſurpriz d at all. 

This undeniably i is an Error of Omiſſion: 
And now give me Leave to mention tome 
of your Works of Supererogation — W hat 
Occaſion (in the Name of Common-Senſe) 
had you for French Dancers? Was not 
this loading Theſpzs' Cart with unneceſſary 
expenſive Lumber, which ſerve only 8 
weaken the Carriage, and endanger the 
Axletree? If you had dropp'd this fo- 
reign. Rubbiſh, at a certain Door in the 
 H-— y-M——t, and taken up the broad 
ere of Sir Jobn in their ſtead, you 

ou'd have found the Knight leſs bur» 
| — tho he had had his three 
Friends in Kendal- Green, and his ſeven 
in Buckram to attend him. 

I have ſeen a very genteel, well un- 
gin'd. Copy of Verſes addreſs d to you, in 
the Second Volume of Miſcellany Poems, 
lately publiſh'd by Dodſiey; in which; 
among others, are the following Lines? * 


No more the poor pollured Scene, 
- Shall teem with Births of ene 
Or vindicared Stage ſhall fee! 


-- The Inſults of the Dancer“ Heel. 
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entertain'd' with tlie Play 55 9 
Opinion, there is true Wonka 
ractet, and diverting Tneidents* ws f 

it; and had you taken ito in year Head 
to act Trincahe * Jourſelf (a Ya Part well 
worthy of 'you)' Jed d Have Peu 
more Profit to the * , und Ks 
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the beſt Taverti, and the Ne Cork only kd 
the Soup Mengr#, and lea vel the feft ef 
the Dinner" to his Scallions,” F have Res- 
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ſhort, We expect to you © 
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wel, to! Theatrical e AY 
3; An old dry Gentleman, who fat] 


the other Night in the Fit, Was. 
King a Scheme to. exclude theſe 
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wou'd not 145 to 10 too 

with others of tlie fame dort; 
by Way of Reſpite, I will indulge you 
with a ſhort Collection of various and con- 
traditory Allegations, which are 5 
about in Coffeehouſe 1 inſt” u 
whic wou'd have a bad 

not a& like Counter-poiſons, 47 
the other. 8 
I you g0 into one Oegebeet, en 
will hear a « Knot ;of 0 invcighing 
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and. Pleaſure; and, provided you reap th 


7 


tener; 158 gh 

Ia ing 
1 5 9225 for other 
third, and y your 
your. ; Uſage" of 


. rs Th and 
2 5 the Tor picks of Conberſi⸗ 
tion; 1 * In gy at another End of 

| 


Feehoule, B-— 7 wig ray 
are condemning you, for, not doing. him. 
Juſtice; Half a Dozen Friends 
who are rinking, Puych | in the "Hitt 
Room behind the Bar, are d—g vou 

tor giving B-— all the Parts, and Fiyeat 


yo a, haye ;clapp d the Patent under 
illow,, . up yourſelf wholly to 


þ 


Fruits of a Manager, you are not ſolli- 
citous ſor the Reputation of an Actor 
Upon this, Proofs are brought in Delence 
of their Aſlertions ig. Prologue at | 
Opening of the Houſe Ditto to A. 
buma æar Chorus to 7 the Fifth 
—— Your frequent Repetition- of Cha- 
racters of little Conſequence, ſuch as Cha- 
mont, Haſtings, Lotharia, Capt. Plume, 
Abel rugger, Sir John Brute, &c. and 


your ſeldom appearing in thoſe of gy 


(21 


Sentiments; and, 
Opinion upon 
all theſe vatious 
and ſprigh 


this Head, 1 think, among 
Conmjectures, Accuſations 


and have ooh os myſelf. Ln 7 


I have. ſeen Play acted in the Coun- 
try by Strolters, where, from a Scarcity 


of Players, one of the Dramatis Per- 
ſonæ tas been oblig d to act his on Part, 


and read the other concern d with him ii 
the ſame Scene I ſhall © borrow the 


Hint, and proceed in that Method 
Vou are 
brought to the Bar I ſhall firſt, as 
Judge, ask you a'Queſtion,: and then I 
ſhall anſwer for you in the Name of the 
Priſone + | 

Judge. Why don't you af oftener 
than you do?' + © | | 


Priſ. - Becauſe cart. A l an "SY 
Jud. Why do * at F olten ; 


you do? a. 
Wy Becau tis my Intere 
fe 7 14 


ſuch as Hadilet, Richard, Leur, "Apes 
beth, Xe. Thus they talk, thus they 
argue, and thus contradli each others 
might I deliver 


tiy Determination, none of 
em, as yet, have hit the Mark: Ther- 
fore, With your Leave, Fil ale n, 


'd; Mr. G—, to be 
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(22) 
2 Why dat Joche can 
Charaiters? , Ma 
er Prop. i or I can; 4. auler 1 
nner, — Houſes the. ſams. 
Jud. Why dent iy give-the T ov 
mor Variety) 
* the 7 ooo 5 ; contented 
with what. they have. 
Jud. When will you gie en mary 
ariety? 
.  Priſ. When. 1 nant 17. | 
Fad. Why don't you engage: 2 — 
Pri. Becauſe I have B—. 
12 But the 'Town wan, Wie 
Priſ. Do they ? 1 dt. 4 I; 
ud. hy don't yo Set — 
SS „Fre, Worm we all 
the beſt in England? . 50% 
Priſ. Tis better as it n 
Jud. Nou may want em next Teatr. 


— 


id 


Priſ Then Il have em if 1 cas. 
Jud. Suppoſe you can't? 


Pri, I'll groe Tea, as F. dots 
and abuſe em ben 0 ore e 
ag ——— 

Thus a few ſhort Queſtions 1 
* contain the whole Theatrical 
. Syſtem 
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Mind P e Works, if ved 
hn gta "Yecei? Wk *. 
185 to be IE cies ik 


"lick FR 


and arg - — be made zs ons 5 

in the Advertiſements of the Day, as the 
ack ne Necklace, or —2 85 
Eleftuary—— The Ave tit of Rhe- 
raw; Random T5 me to this * — 

ion; WI eed, are finely 
earbonadedl, EB ball t Juſtice, 
tho' with little Mercy, if. what the Au- 
thor ſays himſelf o his Play be true, 
viz.,——That it is the beſt in all its 
Parts, — this, or any other Nation 


> Find 1 iy, Jou dt know 


By t 
= to make of me, whether Friend, 
nemy, or neutral; I vary my Subject. 
and fl y from one Thing to another——T 
am a Sort of Huſſar, I look out for Plun- 

| der every where, and if I can't get it in the 
Enemy's 
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